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they feel that the real struggle is over, and 
look upon the rest of his actions as the throes 
of a being from whom the light of the soul is 
vanished. To all such the play must be un- 
satisfactory. It may be uninterruptedly pleas- 
ing only to one who finds in it the inevitable 
expression of, and conclusion to, a life of 
selfishness. 

Frederick Morgan Padelford. 
University of Idaho. 



FRENCH LITER A TURE. 

Pricis de V Histoire de France, avec des Notes 
Explicatives en Anglais, par Alcee For- 
tier, Professeur a l'Universite' Tulane de 
la Louisiane. New York : The Macmillan 
Company, 1899. i2mo, pp. 173. 

In offering another history of France, Mr. 
Fortier has had in view not special students 
of history, but Americans who are learning 
French, and who wish to gain in a short time 
an acquaintance with the main outlines of the 
history of the country whose language and 
literature they are studying. Writing for col- 
lege students, he has dispensed with the ele- 
mentary apparatus: pictures, questions, etc., 
commonly found in the short text-books of 
history used in the schools of France. There 
are three colored maps : Gallia ; France, 
showing the Provinces ; France, showing the 
Departments. But we miss the genealogical 
tables of the reigning houses of France. Such 
tables are manifestly helpful, determining at 
a glance relationship and fixing the starting- 
points of new governmental policies. It is 
be hoped that they will be inserted in a later 
edition. 

As Mr. Fortier treats, in the short compass 
of one hundred and seventy-three pages, the 
whole range of French history, beginning 
even with a mention of the prehistoric Cave 
Dwellers, and closing with an allusion to the 
Exposition of 1900, he has been compelled in 
many cases to limit himself to a brief state- 
ment, incurring at times the risk of dryness. 
The latter remark is applicable chiefly to the 
treatment of the centuries preceding the Re- 
naissance ; but throughout the book the author 
seeks to relieve the monotony of military 



annals by brief indications of the development 
and natural tendencies of French life. 

Attention is called to the following points in 
which, according to our view, corrections or 
modifications are to be made : P. 2, 1. 25, the 
date of the founding of Marseilles is said to 
be "Tan six cent de notre ere" instead of 
avantJ.-C. P. 60, I. 5, it is misleading to say 
in the same sentence that Marot and Ronsard 
received their poetic inspiration from the 
ancients, meaning by ancients the Classical 
J writers of Greece and Rome. For in spite of 
J the general influence exerted upon Marot by 
j the growing interest in Classical ideals, he re- 
] mained essentially gatilois in spirit, while 
Ronsard was wholly Classical. P. 71, 1. 3 i ( 
insert comma after "payg" instead of after 
"puis." P. 101, 1. 1, instead of saying that 
the Revolution was prepared by Rousseau's 
Contrat Social, it would be well to state, by 
way of summary, that the unlimited extension 
of the royal prerogative, the unjust privileges 
granted to the nobility with the consequent 
separation of classes, and the exorbitant taxa- 
tion of the people, had for more than a hun- 
dred years been preparing the Revolution; 
that the possibility of a reform in government 
was made popular by the theories of the 
philosophers ; that the revolutionary spirit was 
encouraged by the successful revolt of the 
American colonies, and finally, that the limit 
of endurance had now been reached. P. 135, 
1. 4, Terreur blanche ought to be explained in 
a note. 

To his History Mr. Fortier has added useful 
Notes (pp. 9) in English, explanatory chiefly 
of persons and places. 

The study of French history is valuable, not 
only for its own sake, but also as an aid to the 
interpretation of the literature. The text-book 
under consideration is the work of a diligent 
student, a teacher of long experience, who 
has felt the need of such a manual in his own 
classes. It treats all the periods of French 
history; the style is clear and simple, well 
within the reach of those who have studied 
the language one year and a-half or two 
years. 
The typography and binding are excellent. 

Walter D. Toy. 
University of A T orth Carolina. 
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